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coenpoſitiqns of a they 
1 
CEPT, In this | 
cons of miſe men, . zecorded. 
. 


applicable; 
— —— 


in qhe 
den a rr 
of human life, lan our * 


. — attention. The refleftions of age, 


dictated by 
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more competent to our information and aſſiſ- 


tance than th 
this period, and "whoſe own experience ſerves 
to afford us the ſatisfaction we deſire. 
The teſtimony, recorded in the text, and 
2 Ig pars to your attention, is - this 
It is chat the re- 
1188 "of life, — * engere Hany | 
fignal interpoſitions of divine providence in 
his favour; who might have glofied in the 
worldly wealth, honour and dominion, which 
_ he had acquired; and, according to the too 
common kſtimate of mankind, claimed pre- 
"eminence of merit from his diſtinguiſhed 
proſperity and ſucceſs :—but who valued him- 
ſelf principally on account of other advan- 
tages, which, he had enjoyed, and who, in his 
addreſs to God, recognizes it, as the higheſt 
privilege conferied” upon hit ke rbug ze þ 
"Been Taught fron bis youth 3 Provideiiee h 
centruſted the conduct of his Early years with 


hole, hb bad given hirn lefon df yirtne and 


piety; who hat inſtructed him in tte principles 
43 practice of religion; and who had directed 
him to ſeek for happineſs i in the purſuit and 
enjoymegt of the divine favour! The inftruc- 
tions and. e e arted to him in his 
Jouth, pad been farther erte den Nis regard 
in his ripet ) eis. 1101715003 918 bofts a 
This part. of the hiſtory" of his life he con- 
. Here as moſt Ueſerving of his notice ; and in 
4 (the: recon Ton! of it, he catinot* forbear to 
. ür forth His grateful gcknowledgments to 
Bod; to Whofe Airecting and overruling” pro- 
Vigenee he was ae indebted for æ pri- 


*. vom * 


Ll = | vilege, 


tt den * 
ls Ae enn high in his eſtecm/ Nor, indeed, #27 
does the inſtruction of wiſdom in earl lift 
eſpecially. when it has been acc "with 
(correſponding effects, appear in any caſe ſo 
im t and valuable, and ſo 2 call 
ſorth into exerciſe the devout ſpitit of affec- 
tionate gratitude and praiſe, as in the cloſe of 
our pilgrimage: on earth; deriving from the 
remembrance of it the choiceſt conſolations 
and the moſt chearing proſpects. And the 
tz teſtimony of thoſe, who have e rienced the 
benefit of is through a long courſe of trial and 
danger, and the evening of whole. days is 
briglitened by the review of it, furniſhes a very 
peculiar recommendation of its importance 
and uſe. From their concurring evidence in 
its 8 every other argument n * 
editions] energy and influence. 

Availing 8 of this enidinde, to 

| lch the declaration of. the text, as that of a 
n in advanced life, obviouſſy refers, we 

Thall proceed to:enumerate ſome. of the princi- 
pal circumſtances,:that ſerve to evince the be- 
e inſtruction in n 0 22] & 

It deſerves to be conſidered, 5 

12 —— That youth is the moſt n for 
- communicating religious and moral” inſtruc- 
tion. It is not only. that period of life, in 
{which ioſtrüction is moſt needful. but that in 
which it is moſt likely to product effect. The 
human mind has been, not unaptly, compared 
to a field or garden, Which, Without culture, 
will ſoon be overrun with noxiouweeds. The 
2 reaſon; unfolq chemſelvęs hy ſiow de- 
green: — wii and paſſion, ee 
0 W 7 


_ dence, that are deſigned to 
being enſnared and - corrupted. ” The: ſooner © 


on the temper. 
* important, chat even the infant underſtand- 
dug is 
— cheriſhed betimes, it vill not be eaſy o 
Crtadicate them. But ä * 


. 
by objects of ſenſe, acquire influence moge . 


Pidly. The former muſt f cherefore, be aidetl, 


and their progreſs to maturity haſte nad by in- 
ſtruction; and the latter muſt be checked ami 
reſtrained by diſcipline. Ihe wan 
ence muſt be ſupplied, as much as po 
by admonition; and the inferior 9 ; 
af our nature, which are :apt:{oon+ 
violent and 1 s, muſt be — 
dy principles of religion 4in.concutrence with 
ale ow? and feeble W af e¹ιꝭẽm : 
and theſe principles ſnould be inculcated be- 
cimes, and enforced by authority and -affec- 
tion. Admonition, authority and affection 
will comparatively de of Nlinele. avail, if licen- 
tious paſſion has been ſuffered to gain do- 
minion, and criminal indulgence to ripen! into 
habit. As it is much more eaſy to ayoid: than 
to reQify-an' error; to prevent than to remedy 
an evil: chis is an object of primary impor- 
rance in directing and regulating the conduft 
of early liſe. The youthful mind gannot, 
therefore, be fortified too Toon with thoſe. = - 
ciples of piety and with-thoſe maxims of 
preſerve at 


ans 1s done, the- TIP vin ic be co 


The ſondamentel i of Seligen an 
vine choſe that 1 anfluence 
and conduct; are fo plain and 


capable of receiving them: and af FN 


8 
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„ 
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tage are Wegr e communicate neceſſary and 
__uſefuinſtrution;- projutices;) paſſians and ha- 
eva viifavoureblertor virtue and piety, 
Wh became obſtinste and imperious-; bar 
een nene by v ab ligbt and: con viction 
mige bg; conveyed: to che underſtand ing 


enden the heats infeaſible arid: callous; 


and-the witl.ſtubbers and inflexible. , Farther, 
H. Early. mftrudtion:is: melt likely: to male 
God and futurity, which the:mind: a $: in 
youths} and which- have been repeatedly ind ul. 
gated: by parentab aichority\ahd; affeftion;] ar 
nes euſily effected. Imbibed betimes and che- 
ä rae ro 
2 ＋ nce' mm in 
& Caſes he counterafted, they —— | 
ever wholly loft. They are eaſily revried; 
os I 1 and even in 
a-itate of neracy, they are not alto. 
. 


 We-might-appeal for the truth of theſe ob- 
—— ee ee fe Thoſe, who 
enjoyed | | advantage a religious edu; 
ion ia their youth, wilt teſtify, that prin - 
viples--of, religion; whirbh they then acquired 
madly regur in advanced life, and that no 
change of ciscumiſtances las eraſed the ich- 
2 os them from their minds. Joſeph; 
| Moſes, Nehemiah and. Daniel, norwithftand- 
ing the alluecinents inſcparable from Rig ſta- 


| and $9; which each of them was pecu- 
Fay e in an idolawous court, main 
ned for many ven the priaciples of _ 
erte | 25 | | you 3 


f —— 


become familiar and 
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youth abde unifiraſiy2oppdſed 
tions to deſert or to diſgrace 
they could not have been exempt. 
tachment, which men have uſually.diſ avere 
to the religious ſentiments and mot -- 
early life, has not beein flight and runſſen ts 

The dices and error of childhood have * 


n 


We may, therefore; reaſonably ſuppoſe, what 
is fount true ih facttwith the — 2 ve 
few inſtahces, that iche principles of truth 
and duty which are; betimes inculcated, wilt 
makeideep and laſting wapreſſions: -» Whereas, 
if :thecndind-is left vncultjvared in youth, a 
thouſand ſecular; carestand pleaſures will o- 
cupy its attention, diminiſſi the efficacy. of 
good inſtruction, and eaſlly obliterate the faint 
and ſuperficial traces which it producests the | 
underſtanding and heart. 
The moſt effectual method of auiag the - 
judgment and engaging the permanent in- 
clinations of the heart in favoùr of religion; 
the method. for this? purpoſe; which is moſt 
likely to enſure ſucceſs, and which obſervation 
and experience recommend, is to implant and 
cheriſn good principles in the youthful mind. 
They will thus gain ſtrongth and dominion 
in its progreſs towards maturity; and, to 
whatever degree their practical influence may 
be obſtructed, they will 8 be ws; Re 
n unto; 23ioN 
III. The benefit ——— inſtruction is ap- 
parent, becauſe ĩt will ſerve to prevent many 
irregularities of conduct, which would lay the 


1 1 of: felt; reproach and — 5 
: 9 oF 


chem, from v — : 
1 The ates © 


been obſtinately'| retained: in maturer "years * 


| 0 9 1 
ether injurious conſequences, in maturer or de- 
 Uining life. For want of this mahy have bad 
xealon to lament, that in recolle&ion, if not in 
other inſtan&es of painful experience, they have 
been: made. 0 poſſeſs the Iniguitits of their youth. 
Whatever privilege the folly and vice of 15 
Ie may p ead; and Whatever candour an 
nity they may expect or actually find in the 
judgment of others; cheir own remerabrance 
of the giflpation and profligacy of early lift 
Will looner or later prove humiliating and diſ- 
treſſing ; and they may live to bewail thole 
inſtances. 1 conduct, which appa- 
rently. oce no preſent uneaſineſs. When 
the feryour of paſſion abates; when multitude 
of years or of renewed trials hath made them 
grave and ſerious; and frequent intervals of 
reflection occur; the review of an unprofit- 
able, and much more of an irreligious and 
ad youth, will ſname and grieve them; 
and they will need no monitor to upbraid and 
reproach. them. There is not a more painful 
office. than that of viſiting the ſick or dying, 
to whom this character applies; and of wit- 
neſſing the diſtreſs they feel, when alarmed by 
A ſenſe of their danger in the recollection of 
early and adyancing life, devoted to yanit; 
and fin, without being able to ſoothe. 490 
calm the troubled mind. Early inſtruction 
will greatly contribute, at leaſt, to diminiſh 
the number of ſuch awful ſcenes. It will, 
| with a divine bleſſing, prevent that allowed 
Practice of iniquity ; that habit and exceſs of 
vice and impiety, mos no thoughtful mjad 
14 ER 


| TNT. -- 
can review, even in a ſeaſon of outward eaſt 
and ſecurity, and much Teſs in a time of afflic- 
tion and approaching diffolution, without re- 
gret abd ene deen 3-525 
I principles of religion imbibed betimes, 
had no other effect belides = of preventing 
the anguiſh of e tke terr TRAN an | 
upon ic; they mult appear to be Highly im- 
portan and uſeful. Nur it deſeryes alf 

Q 


0 to 
conſidered, that, by Fang tavght from our 
youth, we are directed and guarded in the 
molt perilous period of life; when the 'Judg- 
ment moſt needs direction and the paſſions 
require peculiar reſtraint; when "temptations 
are moſt powerful and ye are moſt expoſed ta 

- dane: eee wales nr nan ea 
f If we eſcape uninjured' at this period, and 
preſerve our integrity and peace of mind; can 
bo leſs than acknowledge. with gratitude the 
benefit of the inſtruction we haye teceived ? 
With this invaluable advantage, we are prone 
to miſcarry : without it, our caſe muſt have 
been next to deſperate, If, notwithiffanding 
the guidance and reſtraint of religious wiſdom 
in early life, we are apt to wander into for- 
bidden paths; to neglect or tranſgreſs our 
acknowledged duty: undirected and Unguard- 
ed, how perilous would haye been our condi- 
tion! Unadmoniſhed'by our o minds, how 
8 that lapſes and miſcarriages which we 
lament would have ended in confirmed pro- 
fligacy, and in all that remorſe and ſhame 
and ruin, which are its ultimate iſſue! The 
mind, that has not altogether loſt its rectitude 


and 


* 


[TE 

und ſenſibility, will, from, errors and crimes 
that are, bewailed and forſaken, derive argu- 
ments ;t9,,evince. the importance and uſe of 
eatly inſtruction Without which the contri- 
tion and anguiſh it has felt might have termi- 
nated in irreparable agony and diſtreſs. , Thoſe, 
who have been preſeryed, and thoſe, who have 


1 * . & 4 & +> 
been, reclaimed, under þ influence of; 99 4 | 


ous and moral principles imbibe 
will concur. in their gratefol 


Raf 
_ hanourable 


with wonder and gratitude.;..and bleſs the un- 


ſeen hand, ſtretched. out by providence in the 


wiſdom and fidelity of the iuſtructors of your 
youth, that has conducted you through a cene 
of imminent danger and planted your feet in 
a more ſecure place. I obſerve, 3 
IV. Early inſtruction lays the ſoundation 
of progreſſive, diſtinguiſhed and eminent vir- 
tue and piety... Life is ſhort and uncertain : 
our infirmities and failings are numerous; and 
with all imaginable prudence and aſſiduity in 
improving our time and talents, our attain- 
ments can be but partial and inconſiderable. 
Alas ! how few and imperſect indeed, if we 
neglect to improve or miſemploy the period 
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2 5 oH 


1 
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CE - 
of early life! Thoſe, however, who ate taught 
from their youth, have an opportunity of Be- 
ginning ſoon ; and by diſcovering betimes's 
Sonftiearious regard to rehgion and, virtue, 
and maintaining it uniform and perſevering, 
of exhibiting them to, obſervers in their love- 
Heſt form, of gaming” for themſelves diſtin- 
guiſnhed reputation, and of being to, others 
emineritly r and uſeful. They enjoy 
an advantage which ſome have loft, and the 
loſs of: hich they regtet with ſhame and grief; 
which others Teſs favonred may well envy; 
and of Which ambition, if they had not a 
thouſand other principles to influence them, 
might nobly avail itſelf:— the advantage of 
being; great as well as goed; of ſtanding fore- 
219 in the . the We of 71 and. 
of encircling their character wich a glory, 
which muſt Aan and command Ber. 5 
They have this alſo to conſider for their en- 
couragement, that by beginning well, their 
chief work is done. Having efcaped the firſt 
temptations that beſet them, and vanquiſhed 
the firſt difſiculties that occur in their way 
| their progreſs will be comparatively eaſy and 
| pleaſant; and the farther + RB age i the 
[ p 


more numerous and powerful wilt be their in- 
ducements to perſevere. Train up a child, ſays 
Solomon, in the way wherein be ſhould go, 
when be is old, be will not depart from-it © a de- 
claration, founded on the preſumption, tha 
_. early.principles of virtue and piety will pro- 
| EE aſting effects; and that %% parb "4 
4 8 TL 'Y * 
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25 Br, which ſbinerb more aus were to the perfe 


ic a wot, theiei3 nid. character ſo excellent 

u Ke ſo Honourable to N 1 — 
ia in its influence on others ; that 
to fuch diſtin witing praiſe; and tha 7 2 
ls of future bleſſedneſs, 
as that of thiſe 20 have, ſer ved God" from" their 
youth.” They who ate hir wiſe, Pull inbrrit 


ys [they ſhall be ener 


1. V. "The review of lifs will afford f uf 
ible delight to thoſt, ho have enjoyed and 
ly. 2 21 carly inſtruction: and it 
vill encourage their wulf in divine providence 
amidſt the Nciimrudes: and trials, chat may 
wait them. Great will be the joy of thoſe 
whoſe conſcience' teſtifies, that in /anplitity and 
7555 2. and not ith Aal wiſdom, they 

1 "their conver/ation in the world. The 
conſciouſneſs of thelr integrity will eſtabliſt 
their confidence in the merey of God, the pro- 
miſes of. the, 80 = and the mediation 'of the 
 redeemer, and . a perpetual ſpring of 
NP and: delight, The well, grounded 
none that God: is 185 end and father, that 
tilt Je ſus; is their Saviour ftom guflt and 
death, ad that a bleſſed immortality wilf be 
their nel portion : — ts Hope will be an anti- 
ainſt anxieth, a ſupport in trouble and 


à #confo dlation in the Hour * of forrow, | In the 


_ Principles, of religion, deriving pecuſiar evi- 
dence and en energy from” the” diſcovertes of 
* 


| 
- 
4 
| 
N 
: 


ſcene of life: and | 
and faithfulneſs, in the power and apa: 


without fearing any evil z or at leaſt animated 


- 


14 1 


' ehriftianity and the undertaking of its divine 
author, they will find motives of acquieſcence, 


atience and reſignation in every changing 
5 that truſt in the 5 9 


of God, which is founded in experience, an 
juſtified by their conduct and the grace of the 
goſpel, will render them ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
able in the path of duty, and ee 


10 1 


from unbecoming dejeclion and complaint in 


the ſeaſon of vnaveidable trial, That gra- 


cious Being, who has been their guide and. 
1ardjan through the paſt period of lift m 


our, and whoſe favour they have thus ſecured, . 
will never leave nor forſake them. Under bis 


continued conduct and care, they can purſue 


the journey of life through its remaining ſtages. 


by the aſſurance, that as beir day id, /o ſhall 
thein ſtrength be, and that all tbings ſhall work 
together for. their good. Habituated to reflec- 
tions on the overruling providence of God, 
they have reſources in every occurrence, to 
which others are ſtrangers; and ſatisfied that 
their heavenly father loyeth and careth for. 
them, that he is the fovereign of nature, 
and that his dominion is everlaſting; they will 


wait with patience. and hope till their laſt, 


comes. This leads me to add, 
That principles of virtue and piety, im- 


* " 2 


2 


| bibed+in youth and maintained through life, 
_ will render the cloſing ſcene calm and tran- 


quil, and brighten our proſpecis of a future 


and 


it has been their endeavour to obey and hon- 


5 1 is } 
Auch eternal ſtate. In that awful hovr, when 

and beart ſhall fail us, nothing can adini- 
«miſter ſuecbur and conſolation but rdig ion. 
"Thoſe" will wen be moſt ſecure and Kappy, 
whoſe faith in God and Chriſt and fututity, 
»has had che greateſt influence on their tem 
and condutt, and whoſe whole life has been a 
- coutfe- of tion for this ſolemii ſeaſvji. 
- Amidft' the decays” of nature and the ap- 


1 df diſſolution,” how animating and 

Joyful the reflection, that our youth and riper 

ears have been devoted ts God and reſigſem; 
that our moſt vi and active powers have 
been employed in the ſervice of God, of the 
Saviour and of mankind; and that * haye 
neither deſerted nor diſgraced the profeffion 
-affumed in early life ! © Having fought the 'gond 


% and kept rh faith,” and finiſhed our tourſe, 


Abr, 


we mall then have reaſon to conclude, that 
"there remainoth for us a crown of Pg hteoumeſs, 
'zobich'the” Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give "ve 
r ar the duy of bis appea 
With this proſpe& we ſhall be, in a Feirck. 
'gree, firm and fearleſs in the aft conflict: and 
perſuaded, that God, who has taught 1s in out 
youth und given us repeated occaſion for Eclaring 
bis wongerous works, will not caft us in the 
time of dr, ol age; nor fonſale us,” When our 
Hrengib faileth{- we ſhall acquieſce even in na- 
tures decgys, welcome che ſummons to de- 
Part, and voice in bope of eternal liſe. b 
Honourable and happy is ſuch a cloſe of 2 
prolonged liſe of exemplary virtue and piety ! 
Nor can any thing mare ſatisfactorily illustrate 


£37 NN | ag | 


in an age of ignorange and [inexpepicnce, but 
Jiſtinguiſned us above meny others with re. 
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Haus wwe been taught from aur yourh t Let us 
Tv vn ar ut and diligently improye 
our ineſtimable pr) N 
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Wat diet aol | 
We ome it ©o the wll-dilpoag providence 
of God, who orders the 


orders the time and manner ef 
our entrance into lite z and ho plaxes- u 
der the ca of thoſe, that inſtru} us in aur 
duty and direct us in the way of true happi- 
neſs. . To God, therefore, let us devov g 
conſider. this proviſion of his gone ſa ſot our 

preſent and eterdal welfare as i, ap 
quicken our actiyity and zeal, ih hig ſervice. 
Nor has he merely appointed teachers. for us 


ſpect to the means of inſtruction which -we = 
poſſeſs, Thoſe, who are the guides of aur 
youth, are themſelves taught by the infallible 
and authoritative 2 They 
derive the inſtructions, which they communi- 
Cate to us, from the word of Gad ; and 
enforce them on our regard by thoſe awful 
alluring motives, that are recorded in the goſ- 

pel of his San. Hence they acquue a'p | 


claim on our attention and abhedience. >. --- 


The God. of nature hath alſo inyeſted them 
with an authority; endyed them with. an af- 
fettion ; and inclined, them to a ſalicitude ſar 


our happineſs, which entitle them to honour 


and regard. The fear of the Lord is the begin. 


—F 

10! and therefore, my" ſon, bear the in- 
firuttion of thy father, and forſake not the law of 
thy mother ; for they ſhall be an ornament of grace 

fo thy heat and thains abont thy Wel 
As we advance in life, we ſhall become 
daily more ſenſſble of the value, as well as of 
the neceffity; of the inſtruction and advice we 
eive: and (unleſs it be our own fault, we 
Mall have vccafionz we ſhall be diſpoſed, with 
bended knees and thankful hearts, to recog- 
nize and acknowledge the goodneſs of provi- 
dence 'in thus highly favouring us. Let in- 
genuous ingratitude, therefore, 1nfluegce us to 
ay that deference to early inſtruction, which 
it deſerves; and the benefit of which we ſhall 
experience through life: ever remembering, 
—_— bim to whom much is given, much will be 
17 * | v.44 | 1 N , , " R » | 
_ »» Moreover, if early inſtruQion is a privilege 
of ſuch-importance and value, as we have now 
- endeavoured to repreſent ; it is the duty of pa- 
rents to be Faithfu)," afiduous and perſevering 
in imparting it to thoſe, who are apr, 
to their care. Should providence ſucceed. 
their upright, affectionate and unremitting 
endeayouts, as they have every encouraging 
reaſon to expect, they and theirs will have 
ground of rejoicing in the review to the lateſt 
hour of life; I ſhould rather ſay, to the moſt 
" diſtant period of cheir exiſtence. _T hey will 
approve themfelyes, and be unſpeakably er | 
in the conſciouſneſs of their fidelity : their pot- 
terity will bleſs them: God will honour and 
"reward them; How awful the alternative! If 
5 WLY C PpPaäarents 
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parents are negligent of their charge; and the 
vice and ruin of thoſe, whom they have not. 
inſtructed and admoniſhed, ſhould be alledged 
againſt them in the day of final retrihution: 
the conſequence is diſtreſſing beyond meaſure, 


even in imagination.-But I forbear. None 


who hear me need being urged by motives of, 
terror to the diſcharge of their duty in this re- 

ſpect. Affection, guided by wiſdom and di- 
vine authority, has an impulſe, which they 
have never been accuſtomed to reſiſt. 
There are, however, ſome parents, who, 
have neither ability nor opportunity, whatever 
may be their inclination, to give to their chil- 
qren ſuch inſtruction as may qualify them for 
ſerving God and their generation according 
to his will. The children of ſuch parents are 
objects of peculiar compaſſion. Their caſe. 
recommends itſelf to every principle. of. piety 
and of benevolence in the human heart. None 


can be duly ſenſible of the importance and 


utility of early inſtruction, Who are not diſ- 
poſed, to contribute towards. ber. obtaining 
this valuable bleſſing. A bleſſing it is of in- 
expreſſible value to them; and in its temoter 

conſequences iatereſting to us all, and to the 


community in which our lot is caſt. The at- 


tempt to enumerate the various arguments and 
motives that enſorce this exerciſe of charity 
on your regard, would detain, you too long; 
and beſides, it is altogether needleſs. The 
ſuhject is familiar to you. _ Your conviction. 


of the utility of the inſtitution, that now 
claims your attention, precludes reaſoning; 


and 


F 19 1 
and your diſpoſition to promote it requires no 
inducement! The pleaſure of providing the 
means of inſtruction for the offspring of the 
poor; and of thus reſcuing them from penury 
and vice, of forming them for uſefulneſs and 
reputation in the ſtations aſſigned them, and 
of conducting them to future glory and hap- 
pineſs, is of itſelf a recompence, which, I am 
eee. your own experience teaches you 
how to value. Beſides, God 1s not unrighteous 
to forget any exerciſe of your benevolence and 
liberality in behalf of thoſe, whom his provi- 
dence has entruſted to your compaſſion and 
care. Thoſe indeed, who now ſolicit your 
tection and ſuccour, cannot recompence you; 
but the bleſſing of our common parent will 
retaliate your kindnefs to them even in the 
preſent ſtate; and you will be amply rewarded 
at the reſurrection of the juſt. The judge ſhall 
then ſay to thoſe, who manifeſt their piety and 
benevolence on occaſions of this kind: inas- 
much as ye bave done it to one of the leaſt of theſe 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me: and the 
righteous ſhall go away into eternal life. 

It will be ſufficient to recite, according to 
annual cuſtom, the following particulars relat- 
ing to the hiſtory and preſent ſtate of the Cha- 
rity School, to the ſupport of which we have 
now an opportunity of contributing. 

The foundation of it was laid in the year 
1687, at a time when a ſchool was ſet up by 

Poulton, a Jefuit, and public notice was given 
that he would inſtruct the children of the poor 
gratis. On this occaſion Mr. Arthur Shallett, 

. ern | Mr. Sa- 


W 
Mr. Samuel Warburton and Mr; gen 
Holland opened this ſchool, with a view; of 
1 the injurious conſequences of a 


opiſh ſchool, by — inſtruction for the 
children of the poor on Proteſtant principles, 

The number of ſcholars was at firſt 403 
but it is now about 180. They are 3 to 
read, write and cypher; and the girls are 
pared, by ſuitable qualifications, for t 
. Nations, to which Providence has . 
them. All are inſtructed in the common prin- 

ciples of Chriſtianity, and thereby qualified for 
the ſervice of God and Man. This is the firſt 
ſchool, in which the Proteſtant diſſenters were 
concerned; and it is conducted with a hiberali- 
ty which recommends it; and with a ſole view 
to the common good; children being ad- 
mitted into it wen any NOR of 
parties, | 

This ſchool. is ſituated in one of the 
parts of this city; and the children of indi-. 
gent perſons, ſuch as watermen, fiſhermen and 
others, are taught without any expence to their 
parents, and furniſhed with ſpelling books, 
teſtarnents, cagechifema, and books for writing 
and cyphering. 

The charges of its ſupport are defrayed by 

the gifts, ſubſcriptions and bequeſts of private 
perſons, together with an annual collection in 
this place. 
To the children of this ſchool I beg leave to 
recommend gratitude to their benefactors, and 
above all, to that mereiful rovidence which has 
oiled friends to inſtruct eir minds, 


- .Q 


3 
to guard them in e danger, and to 
u 


— 
— 


- qualify them for u els and happineſs. Be 
reſpectful to your teachers ; Uiligent in im- 
proving your dme; and affectionate to one 
another. Avoid falſhood and profaneneſs 3 
and ſhun the company of thoſe who are idle 
and obſtinate, and who take the name of God 
in vain. Rewenthr ta kit bo the Sabbath day; 
and be regular in yout attendance on the pub- 
lic worſhip of God. When you leave ſchool 
and go out into the world, remember che in- 
ſtructions yon have received; ſtudy to pleaſe 
thoſe who (employ you, and always endeavour 
to be approved and commended in every thing 
you ſay and do. Thoſe who are now your 
friends will rejoice to hear, that you behave 
well, and that you are uſeful and happy. God 
will take care of you whitft you live; and 
when you die, make you happy for ever. May 
his favour and bleſſing ever attend you! 
I call now cloſe this diſcourſe with congra- 
tulating thofe, who, having bern taught from 
their youth, have through life adhered to the 
leſſons of wiſdom and piety which they re- 
ceived; and the evening of whoſe days is ren- 
dered ſerene and peaceful by the review. 
May no cloud ariſe to intercept your proſpect 
of the glorious and happy end of your faith 
and patience! May your dying teſtimony con- 
firm that of your life! May the chearing ray 
of hope gild the dark paſſage into an unſeen 
ſtate l Ar the morning of the reſurrection may 
we all be united in ſociety and bleſſedneſs for 
ED 0-14: 1:4 
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